The Vasistha material in the Rgveda is among the most intriguing and complex of any found in the Family Books. Dandekar points out that the bhakti hymns of the Vasistha cycle are important for two reasons: first, they undermine "the long out-dated theory regarding the doctrine of bhakti having been originally borrowed from some non-Indian
[sic] sources" and, second, they show "most of the essential characteristics of the classical doctrine of bhakti."6 According to Dandekar it was out of this experience of bhakti that Vasistha became essential in the conciliation of the Indra-and Varuna-cults and especially in "averting a schism in the Vedic community"
by demonstrating "that Varuna and Indra were not antagonistic to each other but. The field now called psychohistory is relatively new as a selfconscious methodology and as it delineates an interdisciplinary territory that is both consonant with and yet sufficiently independent of other related fields to warrant its own journals and professional
